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A Creation Worth the Cost 


Easter is a time of 
celebration, a time to remember 
that Jesus lives and that we have 
been given an opportunity to build 
a true relationship with our creator. 
However, the days leading up to it 
are a celebration of pain as we re- 
member how much 


be damaged, feel the bone snap and 

await the mending. I doubt many, if 

any, would look forward to it. Just 

the thought of what they will need 

to endure could dissuade someone 

from accepting the process. 

The same might be said for 

Jesus. Yes, he knew that 


Jesus suffered for our 
sins. He was not just 
killed, as awful as that 
may have been; he was 
tortured, brutalized, 
betrayed, and he took 
on sorrows that were 
never his burden to 
bear. It’s sometimes 
difficult to fathom why 
he was willing to go 
through so much 
torture for us, his fallen 
creation. 


Luke Marshburn 
Homestead 
Mennonite Church 


he would be resurrected, 
that he would save us, 
that he would be restored 
to glory. But what suffer- 
ing he would face to 
reach that point! Even 
with the knowledge that 
things would be better for 
it, the decision was not a 
simple one. He struggled 
with it, sought other 
ways, even sweat drops 
of blood from the stress 


It’s possible to 
rationalize his choice by | 
glossing over the 
suffering in favor of the 
resurrection: Based on 
Jesus’ words and the : 
prophecies he quotes, he } 
seems to have known i 
that his death would be a | 
transient state. He would 
and did come out on the 
other side of it, still 
himself, unblemished by 
our sin even as he paid 
for it. The sacrifice 
would save us, allow his f 
creation to be in a right 
relationship with him. 
As such, it might have seemed 
worth it solely because of the 
win-win at the end of the 
scenario. 

Knowing that pain will be worth 
it doesn’t make it any less painful. 
Consider, for example, someone 
who has broken their arm, which 
has now set incorrectly. The 
physician tells them that the flawed 
bone structure is inhibiting proper 
healing; it requires breaking again 
so that it can be re-set properly. 
With that, the arm will heal well, 
and things will come out better for 
the pain. 

But the patient still has to go 
through the breaking, let their body 


ak 
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of it all. (Luke 22:44.) 
When looking at all the sorrow 
that came with the sacrifice for his 
creation, we might even question 
why God—the omniscient being 
who seemed to know our own 
weaknesses since the beginning of 
time—decided to create us in the 
first place, understanding that we 
would break our relationship and 
require rescuing. He didn’t have to 
make us. He doesn’t “need” us, at 
least, not in any traditional sense. 
He didn’t need workers to build his 
universe, as he is omnipotent. He 
didn’t need friends to banish his 
loneliness, as his union in 
himself is perfect. He didn’t need 


to fill some void in his being that 
made other entities necessary. God 
is, was, and forever will be, with- 
out any need for outside influence 
to make him anything more than he 
already is. 

Our choice to seek things other 
than God, to glorify ourselves 
above him and to break our 
relationship with him, did not 
reduce or damage God. He was 
grieved by it, yes, angered at our 
stubbornness and saddened by our 
suffering; but just as we do not 
“improve” God, neither do our 
failures “diminish” him. It seems 
completely possible that, instead of 
taking on the burden of redeeming 
his creation, he might even have 
chosen to scrap us instead. 
Incinerate the faulty garbage, then 
start over with some new creation, 
or perhaps just exist on his own as 
he once did. 

But he didn’t. He loved us 
enough to accept our weakness and 
work to bring us back to himself. 
God didn’t create us for himself, 
and he didn’t save us for himself. 
If that’s the case, then maybe he 
did it—like he does many things— 
for us. Perhaps the deep meaning 
of “why do we exist” is, put 
simply, so that we could experience 
life, experience choice, experience 
love, experience him. 

After creation’s fall, there was 
apparently only one method left to 
bring us back into a true relation- 
ship with God. Jesus did what 
needed to be done, no matter the 
cost, because God believes his 
creation is worth such a sacrifice. 
We might not understand why he 
loves us even to the point of death, 
but the fact of the matter is, he 
does. According to God, we are 
worth being created, and we are 
worth dying for. 

When life drags us down and 
makes us question our worth, let us 
remember that truth. We are loved. 
We are cherished. We have value. 
Let’s live out our lives in the 
knowledge that Jesus thinks we are 
all worth the cost, and let us treat 
others in the same vein. 


Kiwanian Arnold Perez continues Reading to 


South Dade Kids while serving in the Middle East 


Homestead Kiwanis - 

At 7 p.m. in the 
United Arab Emirates, 
Air Force Ist Lt. Arnold 
A. Perez is usually 
wrapping up his busy day. 

But on Fridays, Perez, 
a member of the Kiwanis 
Club of Homestead-South 
Dade (HomesteadKiwa- 
nis.org), one of South 
Florida’s most active 
community service or- 
ganizations, extends his 
day by an hour by 
reading—via ZOOM—to 
kids in the Miami Dade 
County Public School’s 
Head Start program at the 
Chapman Partnership. 

It’s all part of the 
Kiwanis’ popular 15- 
year-old Story Time 
reading program. 

“T love the kids and 
this is a way of staying in 
contact with them” said 
Perez, husband of 
Kiwanis Lt. Governor 
and Homestead Council- 
woman Erica Avila. “No 


(ChapmanPartnership.org 
) on Fridays for the past 
four years. At first, the 
readings were, of course, 
live. Then last year, 
when the COVID-19 


continues. 


time), Story Time 


“This is truly an 
example of a dedicated 
individual,” said Head 
Start teacher Michael R. 


Air Force 1st Lt. Arnold A. Perez, surrounded by a kids-friendly setting, reads to students 
at the Chapman Partnership from the United Arab Emirates. Perez, who has been 
reading in the club’s Story Time program for four years, has continued his weekly 
readings despite the eight-hour time difference. 


Homestead Kiwanis 


forward to Story Time 
every Friday.” 

For more information 
on the various activities 
of the Kiwanis Club of 
Homestead-South or to 


pandemic hit, the 
readings continued, only 
virtually. 

And now, even with 
an eight-hour time 
difference (the readings 
happen at 9 a.m. Miami 


matter where I am, it’s 
important to show kids 
that you care, that you’re 
there for them.” 

Perez has been reading 
to the kids at the 
Chapman Partnership 


Stop Fear From Blocking Your Path To Success 


Don’t run from the 
bully. Fear needs to be 
tackled head-on from the 
time it enters one’s mind. 
Otherwise, it will become 
a debilitating problem 
that distracts from your 
work and ability to focus 
on solving problems. Fear 
is like a bully in school. 
You can’t run from that 
bully forever. It’s the 
same thing with fear. The 
harder you try to run 
away from it, the worse it 
gets. You have to attack it 
directly. 


Accept that a little 
fear is useful. Fear and 
anxiety — keep you 
humble. That fear and 
anxiety some experience 
will likely never go away 
completely. Fear means 
that you still care. It 
keeps you sharp and 
engaged. 


LESLI BURKHEAD 
305-282- 
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Serantes. “Obviously, 
nobody would blame him 
if he stopped reading 
while he was in the 
Middle East. But he 
chose to continue and the 
kids love it. They look 


Know what F.E.A.R. 
stands for. There’s a 
great acronym for fear: 
false evidence appearing 
real. The fear of the un- 
known really boils down 
to not knowing enough 
about the situation, that’s 
why so many of us often 
find ourselves feeling 
anxious about our future, 
because it’s ultimately a 
complete unknown. Fear 
stalls our progress by 
clouding our judgment 
and leading us off our 
path to greatness. 
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participate in one of their 
community-service 
projects, visit Home- 
steadKiwanis.org or 
contact President Emily 
Guzman at (786) 399- 
4161. 


Fight fear with 
knowledge. The most 
effective weapon against 
fear is knowledge. 
Whether it be related to 
an individual or company, 
finances, a business 
concept that’s foreign, 
legal issues, do as much 
homework as you can 
until you feel comfort- 
able. Knowledge is 
confidence, and while 
confidence may not be 
the complete absence of 
fear, it certainly helps you 
control it. 
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Mary Amanda Worley Evans 


Mary Amanda Worley 
Evans passed away March 
17, 2021 surrounded by her 
family in Grand Cayman, 
Cayman Islands. 

Amanda was born on 
June 17, 1952 in 
Homestead, FL to the late 
Paul Lytle Worley Sr. and Mamie Jane Clark Worley. 

She attended and graduated South Dade Sr. High 
School. Her dad, who she adored, also taught history 
and coached basketball while she was there and she 
loved telling stories of herself as a cheerleader at his 
basketball games. She cherished her small hometown 
and the many lifelong friends she made there. 

After high school, she attended Western Colorado 
University in pursuit of a degree in early childhood 
education. She loved reminiscing and laughing about 
ski class and adventures out West. But for a girl with 
Florida roots, she quickly realized she didn't like the 
cold and returned to Homestead. 

In 1974 she married James Dale Evans. They had a 
partnership like no other that was a testament to their 
tireless love and dedication for one another and a 
shining example to their two children, Jay Bryan 
Evans and Elizabeth Carlyn Evans, who Amanda 
called her pride and joy in life. 

Amanda's passion was teaching children. She 
taught pre-school for several years at St. John’s 
Episcopal School in Homestead where she and her 
family were also members of the St. John’s Church 
community. 

In 1991, the family moved to the Cayman Islands. 
Amanda and Dale worked side by side running a 
family-owned Bed and Breakfast until it sold. And 
then would manage Beachcomber Condominiums 
located on Seven Mile Beach for 25 years together 
until retirement. Amanda was the heart and soul of 
those businesses. She treasured guests that came from 
all over the world to visit, some becoming like family. 
And they too enjoyed returning to find her warmth and 
hospitality. 

Her precious grandson, Mason Evans, was born in 
2011 and who she called, “my heart”. Amanda and 
Mason were two peas in a pod; their birthdays a week 
apart (which they loved to celebrate with lots of 
confetti). Her sweet, caring nature was matched by his. 
No words could begin to describe the special bond 
they shared. 

Amanda also had a passion for the visual arts. 

She was a talented artist and enjoyed working in many 
different types of mediums. Her artwork was displayed 
in galleries and art shows around the Cayman Islands 
and throughout her home, right alongside her grand- 
son's artwork. 

More than anything, Amanda loved spending time 
with her family and dear friends. She was always 
thoughtfully planning special family activities, 
birthdays, and vacations. She loved to travel and many 
unforgettable memories were made on annual family 
Fall trips to the North Georgia mountains, 
mother/daughter getaways, European and Christmas 
vacations, and girl trips with her childhood girlfriends, 
the Mermaids. 

It was a gift to know her and be loved by her. 

She was the sweetest, strongest, brightest, most fun- 
loving soul and will forever be held close in heart by 
so many that loved her. 

Amanda was preceded in death by her parents and 
is survived by her husband, James Dale Evans; 
children, Jay Bryan Evans and Elizabeth Carlyn Evans 
(Ryan); grandchild, Mason Evans; siblings Elizabeth 
Jane Ryan, Paul Worley Jr. (Jean), Sara Rebecca 
Raymond; and many beloved cousins, nieces, nephews 
and friends. 

Due to current health concerns, a memorial service 
for Amanda will be held at a later date at Holy Trinity 
Anglican Church in Fernandina Beach, FL. 

In lieu of flowers, donations in Amanda's memory 
may be made to the Breast Cancer Foundation in 
Grand Cayman: https://breastcancerfoundation.ky/ 
donations/ 


To submit an obituary or death notice, email 
wording and jpg photo to info@newsleadermail.com. 
Print deadline is Wednesday at noon. 305-245-231 | 


Temple Hatikvah 


Homestead Jewish Center 
A Reform Congregation 


183 NE 8th St., Homestead 


For information please call 
305-454-4944 


Sunny Hills Assisted Living 
Facility of Homestead 
25268 SW 134 Ave, Homestead, FL 33032 
PH:305-258-2222 www.alfsunnyhills.com 


Spacious: private baths & views outside 
Excellent Care 24/7 & Assistance 
Memory Care Unit 
All Inclusive Rate, no itemized billing 
Beautiful Home Like Environment 
3 daily meals & snacks 
Great activities 
Housekeeping & Laundry service 
Onsite Beauty Salon 
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ASSISTED LIVING 


Call a DEPENDABLE Hometown 
Realtor that will work hard for you 
when youre buying or selling! 


FOR THE BEST 
RESULTS 
STAY WITH THE 


ul i i BEST! 


À 


